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"...oscillates not only between dance and circus performance. It also alternates between complete collapse and

a comforting sense of belonging. A work of great ease and precision, it is breathtaking in its sheer beauty."
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"A uniquely breathtaking theatre spectacle of movement and exaggeration of speed, sound and power."
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"Stand firm and don't falll" A global masterpiece
begins with this simple instruction.

He Who Falls is one of the signature long-form
pieces by Yoann Bourgeois, a renowned contempo-
rary dance and circus artist from France. Described
by The New York Times as a "dramatist of physics",
he puts aside spectacular and heroic techniques in
traditional circus. Instead, he transforms intangible
physical phenomena, such as centrifugal force and
gravity, into visible and dramatic tension. Through
his stage arrangement, Bourgeois poetically
portrays vulnerability and counterbalance when
humans encounter natural forces.

A 36-square-meter platform continues to spin, tilt,
and swing on stage. Six dancers, as a symbol of
collective humanity, run and dodge in this imbal-
anced environment. They rely on one another, they
fall and stand up again. It's a struggle against fate.
[t's a survival test amid competition and coexis-
tence.

Simple but precise, the visual language turns life
predicaments into gravity, imbalance, and falling.
It's not just an artistic and scientific experiment, but
also a beautiful fable, devoted to people who strive
to hold on to their lives.

Bourgeois said, "When people come for perfor-
mances, they often hope to see things beyond their
reach. However, | want to visualize vulnerability, not
strength."
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Artistic Director: Yoann Bourgeois
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Yoann Bourgeois is a highly-regarded contempo-
rary choreographer and circus artist. Circus practic-
es inform him about physical principles, including
centrifugal force and gravity. On the other hand, his
creative practices are inspired by Taoist philosophy
"wu wei" to move with gravity and inertia. He
moves skillfully on the verge of falling and stabiliz-
ing. It's a metaphor of how human beings search for
balance in unpredictable conditions.

Unbounded by traditional performances, he
transforms the stage into experimental realms. In
2017, he presented La Mecanique de I'Histoire at
Pantheon in Paris. The world was fascinated by the
conversation between body and physics in the
piece. Since starting his namesake company,
Bourgeois has delivered over 20 pieces. He has
choreographed for Nederlands Dans Theater (NDT)
multiple times, and demonstrated sophisticated
artistic impacts.

He wanders between balance and imbalance, and
his visual aesthetics has extended from theater to
fashion and pop music. Bourgeois collaborated
with the legendary late designer Virgil Abloh for the
direction and choreography of Louis Vuitton 22 FW
men’s collection. His collaborations with Hermeés
and Apple have also introduced unique body
languages to a wide variety of occasions.

In music videos, he has created memorable scenes
with spinning, floating and falling. In "As It Was" by
Harry Styles, the spinning platform was an instant
classic. In "Let Somebody Go" by Coldplay, the
world turned upside down as if mesmerizing prints
by M. C. Escher. In "Endless" by Sodagreen,
Bourgeois designed the choreography with falling
and climbing in repetition.

From historical venues, fashion shows, contempo-
rary theater, to pop music videos, Bourgeois is
always raising the same question: How do bodies
respond to a tilting world?
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A Message from Bourgeois to the Taiwanese Audience
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"l grew up in a small village in the Jura region in
France. When my parents divorced, we had to sell
our house. It was bought by one of the founders of
Cirque Plume. A few years later, | joined the Cirque
Plume school in Besancon. When | ask myself today
what led me to the circus, | think that, deep down, |
was trying to find my home back."

"The circus taught me to look very closely at
phenomena that everyone is familiar with. Take a
ball thrown into the air. The more you throw it, the
more you find yourself watching for that very
precise moment when it has finished rising and its
fall is still imperceptible. | spent years trying to work
out how to extend that moment of suspension.
Later, whilst dancing with Maguy Marin, my
perspective broadened to encompass the group
and the power dynamics at play within it. | began to
observe how the movement of a single person
could alter the situation for everyone. He Who Falls
emerged from the convergence of these two lines
of exploration."

"Love of play made me want to venture into worlds
far from my own. When Virgil Abloh entrusted me
with directing the Louis Vuitton Men’s Autumn/Win-
ter 2022 fashion show, | recognized in him a
freedom of association that is dear to me. In this
collection, The Wizard of Oz walked alongside
surrealism, with that feeling of obviousness that the
strangest things sometimes possess when viewed
from a child’s perspective. | imagined a divided
house, with its rooms scattered throughout space,
each one forming a world governed by its own laws
of physics. Here, a bed began to spin. There, a
dancer tumbled down a flight of stairs, only for his
fall to carry him back to the top of the steps."
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"Another aspiration is taking shape in the French
Alps, where | live. | would like the artists who come
here to work to be able to take part in this conversa-
tion with the living world. A relational awareness to
reinvent hospitality, by paying attention to what
grows here and what disappears. It is also in this
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openness to what lives here that | would like to seek
out other ways of welcoming, where time unfolds."

"I think back to the child | once was, who believed
that circus people had no home. After so many
years of being welcomed into other people’s
homes, | would like to welcome others in return,
and in my own way."
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"Thank you for making room for He who falls and
the six performers who bring this play to life. Ever
since that first journey in a van, I've never grown
tired of this element of unknown. We can rehearse
a show for years. But it is nothing without the
audience watching. You still need to come into the
theatre for us to discover what it becomes with

you.
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S48 EE Artistic Direction
Yoann Bourgeois
#REZBHIE Artistic Assistant
Marie Fonte

JE %5t Lighting Design
Adéle Grépinet

FE5t Sound Design
Antoine Garry

BB P Vocal Work
Caroline Blanpied, Jean-Baptiste Veyret-Logerias,
Natalie Pérez

B A B Performance
Marie Bourgeois, Agnés Canova, Sarah Silverblatt-Buser,
Jean-Yves Phuong, Kerem Gebelek, Mermoz Melchior

FeAMTAEI2 Technical Manager
Julien Soulatre

J&FEASIR Lighting Manager
Julien Louisgrand

FE4IE Sound Manager
Chloé Grunberg Barbe

=TI Stage Manager
Etienne Debraux

$2E 05T Stage Design and Construction
Ateliers de la Maison de la Culture de Bourges, Pierre Robelin,
Cénic Constructions, Nicolas Picot (C3 Sud Est)

B S Production

Yoann Bourgeois Art Company

HEHE Co-Productions

MC2 Grenoble, Biennale de la danse de Lyon, Théatre de la Ville - Paris,
Maison de la Culture de Bourges, L'hippodrome - Scene Nationale de Douai,
Le Manége de Reims - Scéne Nationale, Le Parvis - Scéne Nationale de Tarbes
Pyrénées, Théatre du Vellein, La bréche - Pdle national des arts du cirque de
Basse-Normandie, Cherbourg-Octeville, Théatre National de Bretagne-Rennes

EifEEFT Creative Residencies

MC2 Grenoble, La bréche - Péle national des arts du cirque de
Basse-Normandie, Cherbourg-Octeville,

Théatre La Passerelle — Scéne nationale de Gap

ZFFE (L Support

ADAMI, SPEDIDAM and PetzI

BIfEZ#¥ Ceative Support
the DGCA

*Yoann Bourgeois Art Company is supported by the Direction régionale des affaires culturelles Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes, the Région Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes, and the Département de 'lsére
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